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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To provide an image processing method/ device which can process the 
images with high accuracy and with pixels remaining as many as possible. 

CONSTITUTION: T he video signals acquired by photographing a subject by e 
TV camera are processed by an image input part 2 and a binarization 
processing part 3 and stored in a binary image memory 4. Then a measurement 
area is set for image processing by a measurement area setting part 5. A 
thinning number setting part 7 sets the minimum thinning number with which 
the image processing time does not exceed a limit value in the measurement 
area based on the limit time that is supplied from an input part 8 for the 
image processing. A thinning processing part 6 thins a prescribed pixel in 
the measurement area based on the set thinning number. 
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